
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRELIMINARY REPORT ON 
AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT  

(Law on Aircraft Accident Investigation no. 35/2004) 
 
 
 
This report contains facts which have been determined up to the time of issue. This 
information is published to inform the aviation industry and the public of the general 
circumstances of accidents and must necessarily be regarded as tentative and 
subject to alteration or correction if additional evidence becomes available. 
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The aim of the aircraft accident investigation board is solely to identify mistakes and/or deficiencies capable of 
undermining flight safety, whether contributing factors or not to the accident in question, and to prevent further 
occurrences of similar cause(s).  It is not up to the investigation authority to determine or divide blame or 
responsibility.  This report shall not be used for purposes other than preventive ones. 
 

(Law on Aircraft Accident Investigation, No. 35/2004) 
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Location: Zia Airport, (Runway 14) Dhaka, Bangladesh.   

Date and time (UTC)  March 25th 2008 at 08:27.      

Aircraft: 
- Type Boeing 747-357. 

- Registration TF-ARS. 

 - Year built 1983. 

 - Serial number  22996. 

No & Type of Engines:  4 Pratt & Whitney JT9D-7R4G2 turbofan engines 
Type of flight:  Commercial Air transport (Passenger). 
Persons on board:  Passengers: 307  Crew: 19  

Injuries:  Minor during evacuation (both crew and passengers). 
Damage:  Aircraft damaged beyond economic repair. 
Incident description:  Fire at front spar of engine no. 3 after landing. 
Owner:  Air Atlanta Icelandic. 
Operator:  Air Atlanta (wet leased to Saudi Arabian Airlines) 
Weather:  220°/03 kt, visibility 5.000 meters, QNH 1007,2. 
Pilot: 

- age, sex 
- experience 
 

55 year old male 

Total flight hours,  18.700 

Total flight hours on type,    6.600 
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The Investigation 
 

The Aircraft Accident Investigation Board in Iceland (AAIB) was informed of the 

accident by the owner of the aircraft (Air Atlanta) on 25 March, first by e-mail at 09:13 

UTC and then by phone call at 10:05 UTC. Further information on the accident where 

provided by e-mail on the same day at 20:34 UTC.  

Th3e Civil Aviation Authorities of Bangladesh (CAAB) immediately conducted a 

preliminary investigation into the circumstances. On 27 March, the CAAB delegated 

further investigation to Icelandic Authorities as the State of Registry where AAIB 

started its on-site investigation on the 29 March.  

The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) of the USA, representing the state 

of Design and Manufacture of the aircraft, has appointed an accredited representative 

to participate in the investigation. The NTSB accredited representative is supported by 

a team which includes additional investigators from Federal Aviation Administration 

(FAA), the aircraft manufacturer (Boeing) and the engine manufacturer (Pratt & 

Whitney). The operator (Air Atlanta), the lessee (Saudi Arabian Airlines) and the 

maintenance centre (Malaysia Airlines) are providing operational expertise. EASA, 

CAA-UK, CAA-Iceland is also being kept informed as well as the CAA of Saudi Arabia.  
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Continuing Investigation 
The investigation is focusing on maintenance issues and procedures for the 

replacement of O-rings on the aircraft fuel system. The investigation is also focusing 

on the evacuation process. 

 

 

  

 

 

Reykjavik 30 April 2008 

 

Aircraft Accident Investigation Board - Iceland 
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Attachment A 

 

Fuel leak found at 
this area 
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