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HISTORY OF FLIGHT

On  February 11, 2008, about 1611 coordinated universal time, a Cessna 310N, N5030Q, was presumed to
have  sustained  substantial  damage  when  the  pilot  reported  ditching  in  the  Atlantic Ocean,
approximately  50  miles  to the west of Keflavik, Iceland.  The commercial pilot was presumed to be
fatally  injured.    The  14  CFR  Part  91  ferry  flight  departed Narsarsuaq Airport (BGBW), near
Narsarsuaq, Greenland, and was destined for Reykjavik Airport (BIRK), near Reykjavik, Iceland.

The  purpose  of  the  flight  was  to  ferry  the  airplane from a seller in the United States to a
purchaser  in  Bulgaria.    During  the ferry operation the pilot detected an unsatisfactory magneto
check  during  a  preflight  inspection.    An  aviation  maintenance  engineer  (AME)  replaced the
airplane's  left magneto on its left engine at the Sept Iles Airport (CYZV), near Sept Iles, Quebec,
on  February  9,  2008.    The  airplane's  engines  were  run on the ground by the AME prior to the
airplane's  departure.    Receipts  showed  that  the  airplane was serviced at CYZV with 298 liters
(about  78.7  gallons)  of  aviation  gasoline before its departure to the Goose Bay Airport (CYYR),
near Goose Bay, Newfoundland.

The  airplane  was  serviced  at  CYYR  on February 10, 2008.  Receipts showed that the airplane was
"topped  off" at CYYR with 183 liters (about 48.3 gallons) of aviation gasoline.  The pilot's flight
plan from CYYR to BGBW indicated that he had 5 hours of fuel onboard.

The  lineman  performing  the  refueling  in Greenland reported that he had started fueling the left
main  tank  and  was  stopped  by the pilot when he had filled the tank with 69 liters of fuel.  The
lineman  was  told to fill both tip tanks and fill the right main tank to bring the airplane's total
fueling  service  to  240  liters  (about  63.4 gallons).  The pilot's flight plan from BGBW to BIRK
indicated  that  he  had  4  hours and 30 minutes of fuel onboard.  A direct route of flight between
BGBW and BIRK had a true course of 64 degrees and was about 668 nautical miles long.

On  February  11,  2008,  about  1540,  the  pilot reported an engine power loss during the accident
flight to Icelandic air traffic control (ATC).

A  depiction of Icelandic radar data showed that the airplane's track was in a descent.  About 1610,
the  radar  recorded  the  airplane's  last  radar  contact,  which was about 52.8 miles west of the
Icelandic radar site at an altitude of 1,700 feet.  

According  to  an Icelandic Coast Guard log, a rescue helicopter was airborne at 1617 and was at the
airplane's  last  known  position  at 1702.  Another helicopter arrived at the location at 1750.  An
Icelandic  Coast Guard Fokker F27 responded to the area at 1815.  An Icelandic report indicated that
two  aircraft and two helicopters were searching for the airplane as well as two smaller aircraft en
route through the area.  The airplane or pilot were not located.

NoNo

Airplane310NCESSNA

Off Airport/Airstrip

UTC1611Keflavík

NTSBAccident

Fatal02/11/2008

N5030QCHI08FAMS1
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PERSONNEL INFORMATION

A  review  of  Federal  Aviation  Administration  (FAA)  airman  records  revealed  the pilot held a
commercial  pilot  certificate  with  airplane  single and multi-engine land and instrument airplane
ratings.    The  pilot  held  a  FAA  private pilot certificate with airplane single engine land and
instrument airplane ratings based on his United Kingdom pilot license.  

The  pilot  held  a  FAA  second-class  medical  certificate  issued  on  March  13, 2007.  It had a
limitation  that  the  pilot  must  wear  corrective  lenses.    On his application for that medical
certificate,  he  reported a total time of 2,300 hours, with 870 hours flown in the six months prior
to that application.

AIRCRAFT INFORMATION

N5030Q,  a  1968  Cessna  310N,  was a six-seat, twin engine, low wing, retractable tricycle landing
gear  airplane  with serial number 310N-0130.  A review of copied airplane logbook excerpts revealed
a  total  airframe time of 5,964.8 hours at the last annual inspection.  That last annual inspection
was  completed on January 16, 2008.  An export certificate of airworthiness, dated February 2, 2008,
showed  that  the  airplane  had a Teledyne Continental Motors (TCM) IO-470-VO engine, serial number
149459-72V,  installed  on  its  left  side.    Total  time  on  the  left engine at the last annual
inspection  was  5,874.4  hours,  with  47.8  hours  since  major  overhaul.  The airplane had a TCM
IO-470-VO  engine,  serial  number  901044,  installed  on  its right side.  Total time on the right
engine at the last annual inspection was 4,152.4 hours, with 47.8 hours since major overhaul.

METEOROLOGICAL INFORMATION

The  pilot  received  a  weather  briefing  before  departing from BGBW to BIRK.  The pilot received
weather  information  including  the  current  weather, terminal aerodrome forecasts, winds aloft at
10,000 and 14,000 feet above mean sea level, and a low level significant weather chart.

COMMUNICATIONS

According  to  information  from  the  Icelandic  Accredited  Representative,  about  1540 the pilot
reported  to  Icelandic  ATC  that  he  had  a  problem.   The pilot explained that the airplane was
operating  on  one engine due to fuel starvation and requested to change his flight plan and land at
Keflavík  International  Airport  (BIKF).  ATC requested the pilot to repeat the message.  The pilot
repeated  that  the  airplane  was  running  on  one engine due to fuel starvation. ATC responded by
clearing  the airplane direct to BIKF.  ATC asked the pilot to confirm that the airplane was running
on  one  engine  which  the  pilot  confirmed.    ATC  called  BIKF  Approach  and informed approach
controllers of the situation.

About  1543,  ATC called the pilot to inquire if assistance was required after landing at BIKF.  The
pilot  replied  that  he  was  not  sure  if  he  was  going  to make it all the way into BIKF.  The
communication  was  not  clear  so ATC requested the pilot to repeat the message.  ATC did not get a
response  from  the  pilot  and repeated the request without any further response.  ATC noticed that
the airplane was losing altitude. 

About 1545, the pilot reported that he would most likely not reach BIKF and was descending.

About 1547, ATC noticed that the airplane was climbing a little again.
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About  1549,  the  pilot reported a problem.  He indicated that it was not possible to transfer fuel
from  left  to  right  most  likely  due  to icing.  The pilot also stated that making BIKF would be
tight, if he could make it at all, on the remaining fuel.

About  1554,  the  pilot  asked ATC about the weather.  Another ATC controller relieved the original
controller  and informed the pilot of the weather condition at BIKF.  ATC asked the pilot to confirm
his  intentions  were  to  fly direct to BIKF and land using runway 29.  The pilot indicated that he
would  like to take the shortest way to BIKF and stated that it would be unlikely that he would make
BIKF  on  the remaining usable fuel.  ATC queried the pilot and the pilot repeated that he could not
transfer  fuel  from  one side to another, most likely due to icing.  ATC told the pilot to continue
to  BIKF  and  cleared  the  airplane to descend at pilot's discretion.  The pilot responded that he
would wait on descending as long as possible.

About  1604,  the  pilot  reported that he would most likely not reach BIKF.  ATC informed the pilot
that  a helicopter was requested but was not sure if it was airborne yet.  ATC queried the pilot and
he reported that he now had lost power on both engines and was going down.

About  1607,  ATC  called  another  aircraft  in  the  area  and  requested  assistance  in relaying
communications.

About  1608,  ATC received information of a ship in the area and tried to advise the airplane of the
ship's location.  ATC did not receive any response to the transmission of the ship's location.

About  1609,  a transmission of "Go Reykjavik 3Q" was received from the airplane.  That was the last
transmission from the airplane.

ADDITIONAL DATA/INFORMATION

The  Aircraft  Accident  Investigation  Board - Iceland provided an accredited representative to the
investigation.
Updated on May  6 2009  3:35PM
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Airport Name

Runway Surface Type:

Runway Surface Condition:

Airport ID:

Approach/Arrival Flown:

VFR Approach/Landing:

Aircraft Information
Aircraft Manufacturer

Airworthiness Certificate(s):

Landing Gear Type:

Amateur Built Acft? Number of Seats:

Engine Type:

- Aircraft Inspection Information

Type of Last Inspection

- Emergency Locator Transmitter (ELT) Information

ELT Installed?/Type

Owner/Operator Information
Registered Aircraft Owner

Operator of Aircraft

Operator Does Business As:

- Type of U.S. Certificate(s) Held:

Air Carrier Operating Certificate(s):

Operating Certificate:

Regulation Flight Conducted Under:

Type of Flight Operation Conducted:

Operator Certificate:

Operator Designator Code:

Street Address

City

Street Address

City

ELT Aided in Locating Accident Site?

Time Since Last Inspection

Hours

Model/Series:Engine Manufacturer:

Date of Last Inspection

Model/Series

Certified Max Gross Wt. Number of Engines:LBS

Serial Number

Airport Elevation

Ft. MSL

Runway Used Runway Length Runway Width

Rated Power:

Airframe Total Time

Hours

State Zip Code

State Zip Code

NoYes / Unknown

Retractable - Tricycle

Ferry

Part 91: General Aviation

None

    

60202ILEVANSTON

1011 BROWN AVE

ILS INC

60202ILEVANSTON

1011 BROWN AVE
ILS INC

5964.801/2008Annual

260 HP  IO-470-VOContinentalReciprocating

252006No

Normal

310N-0130310NCESSNA

Unknown

Unknown

N/A48BIRKREYKJAVIK AD ARPT (NOF)
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ELT Operated?
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First Pilot Information
Name

Sex: Seat Occupied:

City

Occupational Pilot?                                                                   Certificate Number:

State Date of Birth Age

Certificate(s):

Airplane Rating(s):

Rotorcraft/Glider/LTA:

Instrument Rating(s):

Instructor Rating(s):

Current Biennial Flight Review?

Medical Cert. Status:

- Flight Time Matrix

Medical Cert.: Date of Last Medical Exam:

Glider Lighter
Than Air

Rotorcraft
Instrument

Actual Simulated

Airplane
Mult-Engine

Night
Airplane

Single Engine
This Make
and Model

All A/C

Total Time

Pilot In Command(PIC)

Instructor

Instruction Received

Last 90 Days

Last 30 Days

Departure Time Time ZoneState Airport Identifier

State Airport Identifier

Type of Flight Plan Filed:

Departure Point

Destination

Flight Plan/Itinerary

Type of Clearance:

Type of Airspace:

Weather Information

Source of Wx Information:

Automated Report

IFR

   

BIRK

BGBW  

REYKJAVIK AD

Narssarssuaq

IFR

NoNoUnknownUnknown

2300

03/2007With Waivers/LimitationsClass 2

None

Commercial; Private

Airplane

Multi-engine Land; Single-engine Land

None

On FileYesUnknownM

35On FileOn FileOn FileOn File
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Seatbelt Used?

giuv
Shoulder Harness Used?

giuv
Toxicology Performed?

giuv
Second Pilot?

giuv
Last 24 Hours

giuv

giuv

giuv


giuv
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Weather Information
WOF ID Observation Time

Sky/Lowest Cloud Condition:

Time Zone WOF Elevation

Ft. MSL

WOF Distance From Accident Site

NM

Ft. AGL Condition of Light:

Direction From Accident Site

Deg. Mag.

Altimeter: "HgVisibility: SM

Weather Conditions at Accident Site:

Ft. AGL

Wind Gusts:

°C° C Dew Point:

Wind Speed:

Lowest Ceiling:

Temperature:

Wind Direction:

Visibility (RVR): Ft.

Precip and/or Obscuration:

Accident Information

Aircraft Damage:

Visibility (RVV) SM

Aircraft Fire: Aircraft Explosion

- Injury Summary Matrix

First Pilot

Second Pilot

Student Pilot

Check Pilot

Flight Engineer

Cabin Attendants

Other Crew

Passengers

- TOTAL ABOARD -

Other Ground

- GRAND TOTAL -

Fatal Serious Minor None TOTAL

Flight Instructor

11

11

11

NoneNoneSubstantial

Day
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Administrative Information
Investigator-In-Charge (IIC)

Additional Persons Participating in This Accident/Incident Investigation:

Thorkell   Agustsson
Aircraft Accident Investigation Board - Iceland
Reykjavik, Iceland,   

Edward F. Malinowski
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